
Professional
Piano Teaching
Certificate
Program 

Courses

Piano Pedagogy
Piano Repertoire and Music History (PART 1 & 2) 
Fundamentals of Music Theory and 
Kodály Musicianship & Methodology

Contacts
pocostudio.cppt@gmail.com | +6018 313 7611



develop competencies in teaching piano to students at different
levels and demonstrate a knowledge of suitable methods for
individual and group classes.
demonstrate an ability to discuss pedagogical content of
repertoires and analyse common problems with suggested
solutions relating to performing the repertoires.
demonstrate a knowledge of available piano teaching materials
pertaining to theory, technique and musicianship development. 

Students will:     

Piano
Pedagogy  The Piano Pedagogy course

involves the study of
approaches and strategies
to teaching piano
effectively. It prepares
students for professional
teaching as piano
teachers.

Learning Outcomes:

conducted by Ying Ying Ng &
Dr. Christine Tan



Music
History &
Piano
Repertoire  

This course highlights an
integrated approach to
explore the repertoire of
Western art music,
including piano works from
the 17th-century Baroque
era to the contemporary
20th century. By focusing
on the historical
background and context of
the musical works, students
will be trained to listen and
analyse these works
through understanding the
basic elements of music
such as harmony, texture,
melody and rhythm.

Learning Outcomes:

acquire understanding of the progression and development of
musical styles, genres and characteristics of Western art music
history.
be able to learn, analyse and evaluate standard piano repertoire
in terms of structural framework, harmonic language, pedagogical
approach, technical value and suitability for teaching.

Students will:     

conducted by Dr. Ch'ng Xin Ying &
Yi Shuen Wah 



Funda-
mentals
of Music
Theory  

Aligned with ABRSM exam
syllabi up to Grade 5, this
course uses approaches
like problem solving,
repetition, association
and challenge to
introduce each concept
innovatively and visually,
providing you with a good
knowledge and
understanding of music. It
also shows you how to
use such knowledge and
understanding to make
music to the best of your
ability.

Learning Outcomes:

communicate with music effectively and musically in terms of
pitch, time, tone, shape and performance;
shape the music with a clear sense of flow and direction with
the understanding of phrase marks, dynamics, articulation,
form and structure;
engage the listener with the understanding of expression
marks, performance direction, character, mood and style.

Students will be able to:     

 conducted by Ying Ying Ng 



Kodály
Musician-
ship &
Methdology  

Based on the Kodály
approach, this
musicianship &
methodology course
aims at the development
of general musicianship
skills, study of repertoire,
and practice of Kodály
music education, so to
equip you with skills for a
musicianship-
incorporated piano
teaching. 

Develop sight-reading/singing and analysing skills
Part-singing, inner hearing, dictation
Music appreciation
Engaging children in lessons
Integrating singing, and group exercises with piano teaching 
Teaching the basic musical elements naturally and joyously

Students will learn the techniques for:     

conducted by Alethia Ngo

Guest trainers:
Borbála Sziranyi (Hungary) & 
Yasmin Folini (Greece)

Learning Outcomes:



Integrated
Approaches to
Communication
and Writing
Skills for Music
Instructors 

The aim of this course
seeks to impart effective
communication and
writing techniques, with
particular attention given
to the needs of private
music teaching. By
adopting a practice-based
approach, it encourages
participants to take an
active role in learning
through discussion of
writing approaches, the
use of case studies, and
role-play. This process
allows them to acquire
useful knowledge that is
readily transferable and
applicable to their
pedagogical needs. The
content is designed with
some degree of emphasis
on the DipABRSM
(Teaching) Exam
requirements.

Learning Outcomes:

learn how to articulate their ideas clearly through the application
of verbal and non-verbal communication techniques
learn how to craft a compelling oral presentation for their
intended audience
learn about writing structures and writing techniques (i.e.,
organization, grammar/syntax, style, etc.)
learn how to write program notes

By the end of this course, participants will:

 conducted by Dr Jeremy Leong 



Harmony &
Analysis   

This course mainly
focuses on Western
art music harmony
from the Baroque to
the 20th Century eras
at the levels of ABRSM
Theory Grades 6 to 8.
As there is a huge gap
between Grade 5 and
Grade 6, special
attention will be given
to the transition. The
course uses a
practical approach to
encourage students to
apply learning to
different problems
and contexts.

Master the techniques of identifying own voicing, sounding, chord
progression and harmony mistakes in their work.
Have a good grasp on the syllabus and master the techniques of
answering each exam question
Create own kits for teaching ABRSM theory grades 6 to 8.
Apply theories and skills learned to problems and practices.

By the end of this course, students will:     

conducted by Casper Ng

Learning Outcomes:

(Grades 6, 7&8)  



Course Duration
Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program (Core Courses) 

Piano Pedagogy

Courses Course Duration

20 sessions x 3 hrs

Piano Repertoire & Music History
Part 1: Baroque & Classical 

Fundamentals of Music Theory
& Kodály Musicianship

& Methodology

200 hours

Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program (Optional Courses) 

Courses Course Duration

Integrated Approaches to
Communication and Writing
Skills for Music Instructors 

Harmony & Analysis (Grade 6)

Harmony & Analysis (Grade 7&8)

12 sessions x 2 hrs

12 hours

16 sessions x 1.5 hrs

22 sessions x 2 hrs

20 sessions x 2 hrs

5 sessions x 3 hrs,
30 sessions x 1.5 hrs

Early Childhood Education 
(Every Child Sings Music Program)

Piano Repertoire & Music History
Part 2: Romantic & 20th Century 20 sessions x 2 hrs



Timetable  
Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program (Core Courses) 

Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program (Optional Courses) 

Courses Commencement

Integrated Approaches to Communication
and Writing Skills for Music Teachers July/August

Early Childhood Education 
(Every Child Sings (ECS) Music Program) March & May

Harmony & Analysis (Grade 6) To be arranged

Harmony & Analysis (Grade 7&8) To be arranged

*Time zone of the program: Greenwich Mean Time (GMT +8)

Piano Pedagogy | 10am-1pm Monday

Fundamentals of Music Theory | 10am-1pm    OR
Kodály Musicianship & Methodology | 10:30am-12pm Tuesday

Piano Repertoire | 10:30am-12:30pm    ORFriday
Music History | 10:30am-12:30pm

*The class for Piano Pedagogy will meet biweekly.
*Classes will alternate weekly between Piano Repertoire and Music History.
*The class for the first part "Fundamentals of Music Theory" will meet biweekly for 5 sessions, followed
by a weekly class for the second part "Kodály Musicianship & Methodology" for the next 
30 sessions.



FAQ  Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program 

1.  How long does it take to complete this certificate program?
The minimum duration is one year, but you can choose to complete all core
courses within 2 years. There will be 2-3 classes of 5–6.5 hours every week.

2.  Is it possible to take just one course at a time?
Yes. But you must complete all the core courses within 2 years to obtain the
program certificate.

3.  Will I get a certificate for each course I complete? 
Yes. You will get a course attendance certificate for every individual course you
complete, whether or not you finish the rest of the program.

4.  Is there any written/practical exam for this program? 
Assessment methods include group discussion, project-based coursework,
presentations and etc.

5.  Is it possible to get individual trainer coaching to prepare for the Teaching
Diploma exam without taking any course? 
Yes. Note that no certificate will be provided if you do not take any course with us.
Individual coaching will be charged separately. This is subject to trainer availability
and individual assessment. You are encouraged to complete the courses Piano
Pedagogy and Piano Repertoire which cover the major exam sections for the piano
teaching exams. The optional courses prepare students for the writing (written
submission) and speaking (viva voce) skills for the exams.

6.  Is the certificate recognised by a music school in Malaysia or elsewhere?
We are trying to set a standard that is equivalent to the level of DipABRSM
Teaching and ATCL Principles of Instrumental Teaching. (The program will prepare
you for these exams.)

We can provide syllabus information to anyone who is authorised by you to know
more about the program for the purpose of assessing the standard.

7.  Can I just take the optional courses without enrol in the program? 
 Yes. You will get a course attendance certificate for every individual course you
complete.

Course Details 



FAQ  Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program 

8.  How many days do I have to attend in a week?
 2-3 days.

9.  Do I need to complete all the core courses before starting any optional
courses?
Courses may be taken in any order.

10.  Do I need to submit recorded performing assignments for the repertoire
class? Do I need to perform pieces for the pedagogy class?
Yes, but not every week.

11.  Will I be able to improve my playing techniques and analytical skills at the
end of Piano Pedagogy or Repertoire?
Yes definitely.

Entry Requirements

1.  Do I need to memorise the two pieces for the audition?
Not necessarily.

2.  Do I still need to go through the audition if I have received DipABRSM?
No need.

3.  Am I qualified if I hold TCL Theory Grade 1 and TCL Practical Grade 8?
We will need to assess you through the audition. Yes, but not every week.

4.  Do you recognise other exam boards like ANZCA, LCM etc?
Yes we do. 

Course Details 



FAQ  Professional Piano Teaching Certificate Program 

1.  If I miss a class, will I be able to watch the video of the class?  
No. We will provide you the handouts of the class.

2.  How do I pay my fees? 
You can pay online in up to 2 instalments if you sign up for at least 2 courses. You
can also pay in one go.

1.  Can you arrange an individual piano instructor to prepare me for the
teaching diploma? 
Yes, individual lessons will be charged separately.

2.  Do I need to buy all the books and materials on my reading list?
It is strongly recommended that you have the main textbooks for the class. 
The trainer for each course will let you know which textbooks and materials 
to use.

3.  I am living in a foreign country, how can I access the materials or books?
Will they be available online?
The print materials can be sent to you by mail. Handouts will be made available as
softcopy.

Terms & Fees

Piano Instructor & Materials

1.  How will the programme be run? 
The class will be run 100% online via Zoom video conference software.

2.  Will there be any physical class after the pandemic is over?
The class will be run 100% online via Zoom

Online Learning


